CAPILLARY BED CONSTRUCTION

Measuring and Marking Lumber;

8 of the 16' boards will be measured and marked into 8' lengths
4 of the 16" boards will be measured and marked into 4' lengths

(AP\LLARY Bep PEEPARED

FOR PLANTS
Cut List:

We have: 12 2"x12"x16" pressure treated boards
For 8 capillary beds we need: 16 2"x12"x8' boards
16 2"x12"x4" boards

Use ear and eye protection, gloves and a dust mask when cutting pressure treated lumber.

Assembly:

Simpson ties are the metal 90° angle braces that will support the otherwise fairly weak joint
where the 4' boards will be attached to the 8' boards. One Simpson tie will go on each of the 4
inside corners of each bed. Use joist hanger nails to fasten the Simpson ties. Each Simpson tie
should be centered (approx.) before nailing in place.
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Coils of metal strapping will further reinforce the four corner joints of each bed . Cut eight 12"

straps for each bed. Two of these will be nailed on the outside of each of the four corners of
each bed as shown below.
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Site P tion:

Capillary beds require level ground with room to walk around them and a substrate free of sharp
sticks or other objects that could puncture the plastic. Capillary beds are located where the plants
that will eventually be housed in them receive only dappled sunlight - preferably a site with east-
northeast exposure, and some shade-providing canopy. Beds should also be located where they
are easy to access from propagation facilities and can be watered easily.

Beds should also be placed so that carts can be moved up and down the aisles (approx. 4'7).

Lining the beds with plastic:

Once you have decided on the appropriate location for the beds and prepared the site, put the
lumber frames in place, and use a builders level to make sure they are relatively level both
across the width and down the length of the bed. This is ah important step because if the beds
are way out of level, water will collect at the lowest point instead of evenly distributing itself.

Roll out the plastic within the lumber frame so that the plastic lines the bed all the way into the
corners, up the sides and overlapping the top edges of the 2"x12"s by 4-6". Fold the edge of the
plastic under one or two times so that you are stapling through at least two layers of plastic.
Staple the plastic every few inches all the way around the perimeter of the bed.
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